
  

Julius Rosenwald Fund (1917-1948) 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund was chartered by Sears, Roebuck and Company magnate Julius Rosenwald  in 1917 "for the well-being of mankind." The fund concentrated on the equali-zation of opportunities among Americans, including the funding of schools for African Americans in the rural South. Unlike other philanthropic organizations, the fund was not designed to last in perpetuity. During its existence, the Julius Rosenwald Fund provided over 70 million dollars in funding to a variety of college and universities, Jewish charities, and African American schools before its funds were exhausted in 1948.  
 Julius Rosenwald was introduced to Booker T. Washington by Paul J. Sachs and was asked to serve on the Board of Directors of the Tuskegee Institute in 1912. Guided by Washing-ton, Rosenwald supported the growth of public education for rural southern Blacks by as-sisting Washington on a program administered by the Tuskegee Institute from 1913 to 1920 for the construction of school facilities for African American children in the South.  One of the largest programs administered by the Rosenwald Fund was the rural school building program, which provided money toward the construction of over 5000 schools and teachers' homes, which became known as "Rosenwald Schools."  
 Apart from funding educational opportunities, the Rosenwald Fund also provided monies to improve the health of African Americans, improvements in U.S. agriculture, and toward fellowships to African Americans. From 1917 until 1928, the fund remained largely under the personal control of Julius Rosenwald. The Fund was reorganized on January 1, 1928, when Edwin Rogers Embree became president of the Fund and a newly created Board of Directors was created with full-time staff headquartered in Chicago.  
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 Rosenwald was captivated. During this Jim Crow era, the educational offerings to African Americans, and many residents of the rural south in general, were miserably inadequate. Soon he and Washington were ramping up the program, eventually building schools all across the South over more than 20 years. There were correlated efforts to train teachers to serve in the new schools, and funds to provide libraries and workshops for students. These facilities would never have materialized absent this aggressive philanthropy, and they had both immediate and deeply enduring effects. 
 By 1932, the year Julius died, an astonishing 4,977 Rosenwald schools, and 380 complemen-tary buildings, had been erected in every southern locale with a significant black population. Fully 35 percent of all black children in the south (and 27 percent of black children period) were educated that year in a Rosenwald school. America would be a very different, and less-er, nation absent this philanthropic inspiration (which outflanked a scandalous dereliction of duty by a variety of governments). 
 In the rural-school program and all the rest of his giving, the way in which Rosenwald made his philanthropic investments was often as inspired as his underlying cause. For sheer canni-ness in donating resources, Julius Rosenwald may have been America’s most innovative and influential donor ever. In the school-building program, for instance, he insisted right from the beginning that his donation would only be made if it was matched by local residents (most of whom were poor blacks who skeptics said could never come up with adequate funds). He also craftily maneuvered local and state governments into participating, overcoming their historical dismissal of black education with the lure of outside manna. 
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PLACE STAMP HERE 
Booker T. Washingon’s Influence on Julius Rosenwald 

  During the summer of 1910, Rosenwald read the autobiography of the great black educator Booker T. Washington, and was strongly affected. Within a year, Rosen-wald and Washington were building a relationship that included visits to each oth-er’s homes. Rosenwald’s first speech introducing the educator to Chicago’s business leaders described Washington as “helping his own race to attain the high art of self-help and self-dependence” while simultaneously “helping the white race to learn that opportunity and obligation go hand in hand, and that there is no enduring su-periority save that which comes as the result of serving.” 
 In 1912, Rosenwald made a dramatic entry into large-scale philanthropy. He an-nounced he would be celebrating his 50th birthday by giving away close to $700,000 (about $16 million in current dollars), and encouraged other wealthy indi-viduals to support good causes of their own. “Give While You Live,” was his slogan. 
 One of Rosenwald’s birthday gifts was $25,000 to Washington’s Tuskegee Institute. 
Washington shrewdly set aside part of it to launch a new experiment which he ex-
pected might interest his donor—a $2,100 effort to build new schools in parts of 
Alabama where little or no education was being offered to rural blacks. Washington 
documented progress on the schools with photos and careful accounting, including 
descriptions of the community enthusiasm the erection of the new schools created 
among locals of all races. Pride in the fresh facilities often overflowed into newly 
painted houses, improved roads, and expanded cooperation among residents.         
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Donations are still 
Needed 
Donations in support of 
our Retreat Rosenwald 
School Renovation Pro-
ject can be sent to the 
address below. Every 
contribution counts and 
is tax deductible! 
 
Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 
information about our 
renovation project. 
 Retreat Rosenwald 
School 
PO Box 181 



  
Reflections from Hazel Walker 

  The Retreat Colored School was a rural com-munity two room school where everybody in the community came together to get a better education.  Most of the families were farmers or share croppers.  Everyone knew each other and got along very well together.  Believe you me, if any student got out of line, your parents knew about it by the time you did it.  I don’t know how, since we did not have telephones or cell phones.  It was normally by word of mouth. 
 We were taught the Golden Rules.  We were taught our A, B, C’s.  We also were taught how to dot our I’s and cross our T’s.  We studied very hard and had fun doing it.  The teachers prepared us to be respectful young men and women; so when we went out into the world and community we knew what it was like (so to speak).  We had each other’s back.  It is a hard and cruel world out there. It was back  then and it is still hard today. 

 We had the potbelly heaters and wood stoves.  That was how the school was heated back in those days.  The young men would chop the wood and kept plenty of it in storage to keep the fire going.  Water was used for cooking, drinking and various other purposes.  Our food was cooked on the wood stove.  All the young ladies assisted and the older ones would take turns pre-paring, cooking, and serving the meals; and, what ever else needed to be done.  The teachers also taught and modeled how to clean up afterwards.  We used wash pans and wash basins for cleaning our hands.  The teachers made sure we washed our hands before we ate.  The dishes were washed in a dish pan.  We had two of them; one for washing and the other for rinsing.  The water for the dishes was heated in an iron kettle or in a pot on top of the potbelly heater or wood stove.    We had an outside building; better known back then as the OUTHOUSE!  Today, we call it the bathroom, ladies room or men’s room; this is where we would go to use the restroom.   
 Mrs. Velma Childers and Mrs. Margie Childers were very strict teachers, but they were fair.  They made sure each and every student had their fair share of what ever it took to learn and to get a good education. They felt like eve-rybody was somebody and JESUS CHRIST was all.  There were not any big I’s and little you’s.  Everyone was treated the same.   
 So young people; stay in school, study hard and keep your hands in GOD’s unchanging hands.  Follow your dreams and dream big!  No matter how long it takes, remember someone has your back.  It may seem like the whole world is against you at times, but do not let anybody turn you around.  Al-ways KEEP YOUR FEET ON SOLID GROUND. 
 Respectfully, Ms. Hazel Walker 

Westminster Baptist Church Gives Back. . . . 
 

Pastor Randy Keasler and members of his congregation embarked on a project of renovating 
and repairing the Retreat’s school desks. The desks had previously been stored under the 
school since the early 1950’s. Pastor Keasler and a couple of men removed the desks from the 
storage area, cleaned the dirt and trash from them, and separated them into two piles of 
those to “keep” and those “not to keep”. The pile to “keep” was taken to their church’s hold-
ing area and the other pile was used as pieces to repair as many desks as possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Ward Lawton, a retired engineer, constructed 
patterns that were used to cut-out pieces that 
were missing in order to rebuild the desks.  
During the repair process, we discovered that 
there were three sizes of desks; small, medium 
and large.  
They were able returned to us 15 desks that will 
be used in the interactive classroom once the project is completed.  
We are so fortunate to have community involvement from other churches, businesses, civic 
clubs, and individuals willing to assist in our project. Thank you all! 
 

Reflections and Memories from Magdalene Hunter-Hawthorne Retreat Colored School (1943-1950)  Retreat Colored School is located in Westminster, S.C. 29693. It was a two room building that was built in 1923 and completed in 1924. The local builder was Walker Bearden of Oakway, S.C. 29693. The Retreat School served students from grades one (1) through seven (7). The two teachers which taught while I attended the school were Mrs. Velma Childers and Mrs. Margie Childers. The stu-dents’ desk were joined together.  Two students sat in a desk together and their book and papers were placed un-der the desk.  Ink-wells were made in the desks for ink and holding pencils. I attended the Retreat Colored School from first through sixth grades (1943-1949). 
 Mrs. Velma Childers taught first through third grade. She taught us how to read, write, arithmetic, art and hands on science of things and how they grew.  All grades would come together on Friday afternoon for special treats.  Mrs. Velma Childers was a very good story-teller.  She would tell us two stories on Friday.  One story was told to the younger students and another was shared with the older students.  Some-times the stories were from the Bible and others came from a different storybook.  The stories were told so well, you could visualize the events as she was telling them. 

 Mrs. Margie Childers taught grades four (4) through six (6).  We had more ad-vanced reading, art, writing, arithmetic, special art drawing and additional hands on science about how animals and plants grow. 
 The Gene teacher was Mrs. Johnson, a supervisor over colored schools.  She came to our school twice per year.  The school had a Parent-Teacher Association in which the parents came to visit the teachers and they discussed the progress of their child.  
 Lunch:  Mrs. Velma Childers planned the daily meals.  She would put the food on and the girls in grades five and six would check the food and serve it to the other students.  The older students would also clean the kitchen up while the other stu-dents would be out for recess.  During the winter months the boys in grades five and six would bring in water and coal for the heater and stove. 
 Activities:  The teacher planned plays for the students. The plays were usually during Easter, Spring time and in December.  These plays gave the parents an op-portunity to fellowship with the teacher and other parents. 
 Community Activities: The 4th of July was a red letter day.  The teachers along with the parents planned this event.  This activity was a fundraising  project to help buy supplies for the school.  There were hotdogs, homemade ice cream, cakes, pies, fish, chicken sandwiches and watermelons, being sold and eaten. 
 Games:  Games played on that day were horseshoe competition, softball, ketch ball, jump rope, shooting marbles, hand games and checkers. 
 Community Fair:  October was the month for the community fair.  Parents brought in canned fruits, vegetables, jellies, jams, cakes, pies, sweet potatoes, peanuts and hand-made quilts.  Ribbons were given to the best product.  Also, there were hotdogs, fish, chicken sandwiches, hot cocoa, tea, and kool-aid for people to purchases.  Parents sometimes bartered by trading products with each other. 


