
  

                                                 2015 National Rosenwald Schools Conference  
                                                                       Submitted by Helen Rosemond-Saunders 

 

Several members of the Retreat Rosenwald School committee 
attended the 2015 National Rosenwald Schools Conference in 
Durham, North Carolina on June 16, 2015. The conference was 
sponsored by the National Trust Historical Preservation. Our 
committee members, along with representatives from other 
Rosenwald Schools, participated in a Regional Board Series of 
Workshops on “Board Building/Fundraising”.  
 
The Workshop also included an opportunity for each school to 
present their Fundraising Plan which required the inclusion of the 
following four (4) components: 
1. Volunteers (Development of a Board of Directors)  
2. Management (Focus on raising BIG Money)  
3. Communication (Development of Newsletters/Brochures)  
4. Infrastructure (applying for 501 c.3. status).  
 

The Fundraising Plans presented were structured around the various needs of the schools making the presenta-
tions. It was very interesting to listen to plans that were already underway to restore various schools throughout 
the region or plans to continue operating schools where renovations are complete. We believe that representa-
tives from each school shared and received valuable information which will help ensure their future success. 

Summary updates were also given from the quarterly conference calls held with each school to discuss progress 
on their renovation plans and homework assignments. 

The Retreat Rosenwald School received a framed certificate at the confer-
ence. Our committee members are proud of their participation in the series of 
workshops that enhanced our ability to complete a useful Fundraising Plan. 
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  This person would dress up in a red a red suit.  I remember being afraid of Santa Claus as a 
little girl.  I would cry and get under my desk.  My parents would have to come to pull me out 
from under the desk, when it was time to go home.  I thought Santa was waiting for me at the 
door, so I would start crying again.  All of the children received a gift from Santa Claus. 

Question:  Tell me about a daily meal?                      

Answer:  We would have vegetables, a meat, milk, beans, white potatoes, apples, and a dessert. We 
also had oranges, apples, and raisins for snacks throughout the day. 

Question: Who prepared the meals?                         

Answer:  Mrs. Velma Childers prepared the menu and Mrs. Viola Lewis was the cook. Ms. Essie Reid and 
Mrs. Sadie Berry were helpers.  The sixth grade girls would help serve the other classes. 

Question:  What were some of the special events during the year?         

Answer:  The 4th of July picnic.  The community as well as people from far away would come together.  
They would play jump rope, baseball, softball, and horseshoes. Mrs. Pickens Butler was the 
caller.  In the fall, we had the community fair.  At the fair, you would find canned goods, quilts, 
crocheting and knitting.  You could buy hotdogs, fishplates, fish sandwiches, cakes, pies, pea-
nuts, and ice cream.  The money raised went to the P.T.O. which met every three months. 

Question:  How were you all disciplined?                 

Answer:  The main rule was to respect our teachers.  When we were unruly at school, we would get a 
spanking.  We loved each other.  Both of the teachers were role-models for me.  Without them 
and their guidance, I would not be the person I am today. 
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Donations are still 
Needed 
Donations in support of 
our Retreat Rosenwald 
School Renovation Pro-
ject can be sent to the 
address below. Every 
contribution counts and 
is tax deductible! 
 

Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 
information about our 
renovation project. 
 

Retreat Rosenwald 
School 
PO Box 181 
Westminster, SC 29693 
 

(864) 903-0547 
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Phase 1B Work started on Retreat School 

Submitted by Willie Washington 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to the financial support from many of our friends and supporters the 
process has begun to complete the renovation of the outside of the Retreat Col-
ored Rosenwald School. This portion of the project (Exterior Envelope Repairs) 
will include the: 

· Removal and replacement of damage siding boards with like material. 
· Removal of the old windows which were not original to the building. 
· Reframing the original window openings and temporarily covering them 

until the new windows can be installed later this year. 
· Cleaning the existing surfaces and preparing them for painting. 
· Painting the outside surfaces per the original manufacturer’s specifications.  

The Phase 1B renovations will be finished by early spring. This will allow our ren-
ovations to move to the Phase 2A work needed on the inside of the building.  A 
major part of Phase 2A will include replacing all windows and starting on the 
repairs of the defective wood surfaces inside. 

The Retreat Renovation Committee has long awaited the completion of the work 
on the outside of the building. This marks a major milestone in our renovation 
project. 

We are currently planning a fundraiser to cover the costs of replacing the old 
windows. Additional information will be forthcoming to explain the details of 
this fundraising effort. Plans are to have the new windows installed early fourth 
quarter of 2016.  

A considerable amount of work has been accomplished up to this point. Howev-
er, there is still a significant amount of work to be done before the project will 
be completed. Thanks you for all of your help and prayers. 

Retreat School Alumni and Friends Road Trip to Atlanta  
Submitted by Helen Rosemond-Saunders  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A South Carolina group working to save their Rosenwald School in Westminster, South Carolina 
took a day off to enjoy a screening of the documentary Rosenwald and share a meal at Mary Mac's 
[famous] Tea Room. The group of thirty hired a bus for the day-long trip to Atlanta. Helen Rose-
mond- Saunders says, "The documentary shared so much more about Julius Rosenwald than I 
knew before. We took our school scrap book with us and shared it with a woman coming out of 
the theater.  

In church the next Sunday, one of the church ushers handed me an envelope. It had a note of 
thanks from the woman we met and a check for $5.00 for our school project. She had located our 
address and taken the time to write and thank us."  

 

Retreat School on Display at Bertha Strickland Museum 
Submitted by Willie Washington 

A beautiful ribbon cutting ceremony was held on November 19, 2015 at the Bertha Lee Strickland 
Cultural Museum in Seneca SC. The museum is composed of two houses that displays artifacts 
from the Seneca Black community during the early 1900’s.  

The Retreat Rosenwald School Committee was allowed to display some of its artifacts in one of the 
houses which makes up the museum. Along with the Retreat artifacts was a Rosenwald School 
display on loan from the National Trust Historical Preservation in Charleston SC. Approximately 
two hundred visitors had an opportunity to share memories from the past. 

Reflections and Memories from Hadie Ruth Hunter-Walker 
Retreat Colored School Student 

Interview conducted by Jenetta Hunter-Moore  

Hadie Hunter-Walker started to school at the age of 
five.  She attended a two room building with two coat 
rooms. This is the room where Students hung their 
coats and stored their classroom books. 

Question:  Did you graduate from this school?        
Answer:  Yes 

Question:  What grade did you finish?                       
Answer:  Sixth 

Question:  Describe a typical day at school.              
Answer:  All of the students would meet in Mrs. Velma 
Childress’ classroom. We would have devotion that 
consisted of singing a song, saying the Pledge of Alle-

giance and reciting a prayer.  Afterward we would go to our designated class.  Around 
10:00 a.m. the small children would have recess with a snack for approximately fifteen 
minutes.  In class we would have mathematics, history, reading, English, and science.  
We had lunch around 12:00 noon.  After lunch, we had a thirty minutes recess period.  
After recess, we would return to class and finish our afternoon work. At the end of the 
day, approximately 3:00 p.m. we would go home.  The students that lived relatively 
close would walk home.  Students whose parents that did not come and pick them up; 
Mrs. Velma Childers would take them home in her car.  The older girls would insure 
that the kitchen was clean every afternoon.  The boys would fill up the wood box with 
coal, wood, and splinters.  The boys also filled up the buckets with water from the 
well.  The older men of the church and community would see that the fires in the 
stoves were made each morning.  There were three fires made daily, one in each 
classroom and one in the kitchen. 

Question:  How long was the school day?                

Answer:  School began at 8:00 a.m. and ended around 2:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

Question:  What were some of the other school activities?      

Answer:  Some of the activities were basketball, baseball, kickball, hopscotch, marbles 
and jump rope. 

Question:  What were some of the special days?      

Answer:  Fridays were considered special days. Fridays were also our story days.  Mrs. 
Velma Childers had a story for grades 1st through 3rd as well as, grades 4th 
through the 6th.  Another special day was Black History Day, the teacher 
would put up pictures of famous Black people. Also, we would go on stage 
and present our play. There was also a pump organ in the school; but, no one 
could play it.  Easter was a special day as well.  We would read our speeches.  
At the end of the day, we would have an Easter egg hunt. Christmas was also 
a special day.  We had a Christmas Program and Santa Claus would come.  
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Photo Taken During Phase 1B Work  


