
  

                                            Berry College Host Rosenwald Symposium  
                                                                       Submitted by Helen Rosemond-Saunders 

 

A Rosenwald Schools Symposium was held in Rome, 
Georgia November 11-12, 2016 on the campus of Berry 
College. Special guests from the Washington and 
Rosenwald families were in attendance to share stories 
about the life of Booker T. Washington and Julius 
Rosenwald. Helen Rosemond-Saunders, Jerimiah Cum-
mings and Willie Washington, members of the Retreat 
Rosenwald School Committee, traveled to Berry College 
on November 11th to hear family members of Booker T. 
Washington and Julius Rosenwald share their stories.                                                                                      

 

Kenneth B. Morris, Jr., great-great-great-grandson of 
Frederick Douglass and the great-great-grandson of 
Booker T. Washington, was a feature speaker. His ca-
reer and life paths are driven by a mission to end hu-
man trafficking and all forms of human servitude. That 
mission includes a clear fo-
cus on advancing Freedom 
through Knowledge and 
Strategic Action. He could 
not predict that one day, he 
would so fully embrace and 
be defined by characteris-
tics that so closely defined 
his families. Ken’s lineage 
flows through his maternal 
side of the family of his 
grandmother, Nettie Han-

cock Washington (grand-daughter of Booker T. Washington) 
and his grandfather Dr. Frederick Douglass III (great-
grandson of Frederick Douglass). Ken’s mother, Nettie Wash-
ington Douglass, was the first to unite the bloodlines. Ken is 
the first male to do so. 
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Berry College Host Rosenwald Symposium (Continued from Page 1 …) 

 

Peter Ascoli, grandson of Julius Rosenwald, the author of Julius 
Rosenwald: The Man Who Built Sears, Roebuck and Advanced the 
Cause of Black Education in the American South, tells the life histo-
ry of his grandfather and his relationship with Booker T. Washing-
ton and the construction of over 5,000 Rosenwald Schools in 16 
southern states. Ascoli provides a fascinating account of Rosen-
wald’s meteoric rise in American history; but, he also portrays a 
man devoted to family and with a desire to help his community that 
led to a lifelong devotion to philanthropy. The Rosenwald Documen-
tary, released in August 2015 was shown to the attendees of the 
symposium.  

Finally, should you have an opportunity to see this film; I highly 
recommend you do so. One person’s vision and motivation can move 
mountains and improve the lives of the masses. 
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Donations are still 
Needed 
Donations in support of our 
Retreat Rosenwald School 
Renovation Project can be 
sent to the address below. 
Every contribution counts 
and is tax deductible! 
 

Contact Us 
Contact us for more in-
formation about our 
renovation project.  
 

Retreat Rosenwald 
School 
PO Box 181  
Westminster, SC 29693  
 

(864) 903-0547  
 

helenrs@bellsouth.net  
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Great news to report!  

November 2016 marked the successful completion of the in-
stallation of new windows in the Retreat Rosenwald School. 
Members of the Retreat Rosenwald School Renovation Com-
mittee were excited to see the different look of the building 
once the windows were in place.  

We extend a wholehearted thank you to those who voluntar-
ily contributed funds to cover the cost of replacing the 
school’s 18 windows (2 small windows and 16 large win-
dows). The large number of windows was a trademark of all 
Rosenwald schools and provided much needed natural light, 
since the buildings did not have electricity installed when 
they were originally built.  

Fundraising for the Windows Replacement Project started in 
February 2016 and concluded in October 2016. The Retreat 
Rosenwald Committee selected a beautiful set of Anderson 
windows for the building. Enough money was pledged and 
collected to pay the cost of purchasing the windows. Each 
window was carefully and skillfully installed by workers of 
the Trehel Corporation of Clemson, SC.  

 

 

 

Name plates will be placed at each window to acknowledge the 
individuals, families, and businesses who donated the funds 
needed to cover the cost of the windows. Additionally, others 
made contributions as patrons to ensure that any unanticipated 
expenses were covered. This was a great example of our sup-
porters working together to meet this great need. 

Installing the replacement windows completes Phase I of the 
school’s restoration project on the outside.  

Work will now move to the inside of the building where the 
floors, walls, ceilings, class room stage, class room dividers, and 
the kitchen area will be renovated as a part of Phase II. A re-
stroom will also be installed even though the original building 
did not include one.  

Completing Phase II will require a major amount of work. How-
ever, with continued financial support and your prayers, we feel 
confident that we will accomplish that work too. 

Come visit us the next time you are in the area and we’ll be hap-
py to provide a tour. 

Reflections and Memories from Warren G. Henderson 
 

Retreat Colored School Student 
Submitted by Doris V. Grant  

Mr. Warren G. Henderson 
remembered that he start-
ed attending the Retreat 
Colored School the year of 
1939–40. The school 
served students in grades 
one through seven in the 
Westminster area. 

His family lived about two 
miles from the school. 
Most of the children 

walked to and from school each day. Mr. Henderson re-
membered walking with a group of children from other fam-
ilies who also attended the school. Some of the children 
were from the Childers, Berry, and the Skelton families. He 
also recalled that Miss Bernice Cobb was a student at that 
time. 

His fondest memory was of his teacher, Mrs. Margie Chil-
ders. She was very kind and expected each student to do 
their best. His favorite subject was math. 

The students were served lunch that the older girls helped 
the ladies prepare. The government supplied some foods 
and the parents from the community also contributed some 
foods. 

The older boys were responsible for bringing in wood and 
coal for heating the building and for cooking. They also 
brought in water. 

A special teacher called “The Gene Teacher” encouraged 
them to study hard and make something of themselves. 

Some of the activities Mr. Henderson remembered were 
boxing, school plays, Children’s Day, and other special ac-
tivities at the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church for graduations. 

Mr. Warren G. Henderson passed away on August 26, 2016 
at the age of 91. 

 

 

Completion of Windows Replacement Project 
Submitted by Willie Washington and Jerimiah Cummings 
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